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Defend* Public School*To the K«ll tor of The Tlmes-Dlspaich:blr.When I went to buy my gro-ccrlco Saturday morning, my grocer, af¬ter excusing me. personally, from anyresponsibility in the matter, prooeodedto unburden his mind as follows: "1bellove these public schools arc allwrong. I don't believe In ull thismanual training, drawing, sowing andmusic. I think 1 will take my childout of tho public school next year andput her In n private school."
As Is my usual custom, I went tochurch on Sunday morning, trustingthat for a few minutes, at least, alltho cares, responsibilities, and eventhought of my work might be putnsldo. hut scarcely had my pastor takenbis text when he began: .rhe troublewith the public schools is that thevare trying to entry all pupils along ona dord level. What the pupils need laIndividual instruction."
As relentlessly as ever Cote utteredCarthago dclciida est.-' the grocer, thepreacher, the lawyer, the politician, arcall crying that the public schools mit«,be reformed. Why this clamor? Whythese criticisms? Why are our schools!being Investigated? Why is it that at]every turn we Und a physician ready)with a dl-frnoBio of the school -Ituitlon?1J ho answers you could receive to thesequestions ure legion I wlBh to givemy personal opinions only.
The civilisation of to-day Is far dlf-1ferent from that of fifty years ago. Thefunctions to he performed in any voca¬tion are more varied, mote complex,more numerous, than thev were a gen¬eration ago. The situations that areto he met, the duties that arc to beperformed by the men and wont, n ..(to-morrow demand » cltlxonshlp with;. training vastly different from thatgiven by the school of our childhooddiiyS. We cherish the memory of tlmtilittle one-room, log sOhoolltouso, but

ns. the pattern for the school of lo-«!.tv It I« an Impossibility. It would beJust -. feasible to put the old tavern-keeper at the head of the managementof tho Jefferson Hotel, the old-fashionedcoachman in an automobile, or the
« >bblcr la a modern shoe factory.Times have changed. Hcbools have'.hanged. All changes produce friction.No new machine runs smoothiy.
Tho public school system of -VirginiaIs a new machine. Lot Us not tear It!<!own because It Is not running smooth¬ly, but rather let us tighten up the]loose screws and oil the bearings. We!have gone a long way up the hill of

progress in school work, and II 1« not
necessary for us to go back to thejbottom of the hill to f«c how far we
have gone. Is It not bitter to do a;lit tin "scotching" and save the pull wchave made? )There H one form of Inconsistencythat tries most sternly the patience ofjihoso administering the public schools.The manufacturing Industries, those inwhich mechanical skill is required, tei¬lhat the pupils from our public school*
are not practical, do not know how to
ope their hand-. ;<r«. Inefficient a* work¬
men Heue», i hey demand manual
training and drawing. Too lawyers.
Iil atei men and politicians say we do not
Mre?« government science enough, tint'
We do not turn out citizens; with enough IIcnowledore ot the workings of our go-.
« rnmcnl" to vote Intelligently. The
lovers of art and music say that we
ure neglecting to cultivate the aesthe¬
tic, the artistic capacities of our chil¬
dren. Hence, we must teach them mu¬
sic. The medical profession Jays that
We do not turn out boys nnd girls with
n proper knowledge of hygienic laws,that they cannot take care of thcli
own health or that of their ch'Idrcn.
that their food Is improperly cooker)
i.nd their knowledge of sanitation de¬ficient. I
We try to meet these demands as

honestly, as wisely, as we cnn. hut
no sooner have we nttcmpted to do this
than they all turn on us and begin to
i ry "overcrowded curriculum." Let us
bi- consistent.
Do not got the Idea that we are

trying to suppress criticisms. Investi¬
gations, etc. They are helpful. Thr.
ihourjhl and Ideas of the layman al-
-woyii have a tendency to balance, maki
more (onservallvr-, professional thought
and action. No harm ever came from a

thoughtful, honest, patriotic discussion
by the people In general of otic or
1ho!r public Institutions.

Rut are there not some factors en¬
uring into the administration of our
schools that the average layman does
not take into consideration? It is »
lamentable fact, even though it may
bo a fault of our own making, that (he
people do not visit our schools often
enough. They do not come nnd study
v.-lth us our problems and offer Bllg-
gostlons, as frequently as they might.]One of the greatest difficulties we
have to meet Is the nlmopl cosmopolitan
character of' our patronage. In our
schools are children of every nationali¬
ty, every degree of wealth, every walk
of lire. Jew and gentile, bright, dull
und mentally dlficlent. the good, bad
and sometimes the vicious, nil together,
r.nd. through force of circumstance-,
wo have t» serve them all with the
Fame mental pabulum.
Now. while thinking over these pues-

tlotiH. let us bear In mind these fact.'.
First, the great majority of our school
children will hcvoi' receive any school,
training other than that they receive]In the elementary school. .Secondly, a

large per cent, of our pupils must earn
a livelihood in those occupations that
demand a great deal of manual labor:
that a majority of them will have to
tool; their own meals and do tho|r|
mwu sewing, whether it agrees wlth|
f?ie ambition of their pnrenls or not.
Thirdly, the heart and hand need train¬
ing as well as the head.
The difficulties viewed from our stand

point arc largely questions of adjust¬
ment, i co-ordination and correlation.
Croup teaching, physiciol culture, medi¬
cal Inspection have been introduced in¬
to our schools during the past two
years. They are not fads. Their value
has been thoroughly demonstrated In
».«her systems. They are bringing life
itnd vigor Into our teaching, but while
they are being introduced there must
of necessity he some friction. Until the
proper adjustment is made, there will
Inevitably ensue some feeling of over,
pressure o.n the part or the pupils.
patrons and the teaching force. Rut
let us suspend our judgment until we
can work out a plan of correlation torelieve the congestion in our curricu¬
lum, until we cnn thoroughly adjust to

the rchool Itn new function?, and wo
shall emerge with a more vital, more
efficient Institution than our school of
a few years ago.
Give us n better equipment to work

with. Glvu us rooms enough to accom¬
modate ÖUr pupus. Kilty pupils are
frequently taught In one room. Borne
doubl? grade teachers have as
many as one hundred pupils on
thel. rolls. Give us desks that can
bo made to fl. tho pupils, that
we may be relieved of the unpleasant
duty of making the pupils tit the. desk.
Fresh air and 11K tit we ask and for the
teacher.simply a living wage.

In conclusion, we have the greatest
faith In the integrity. Judgment and
patriotism or the men who administer
the city's public affairs, and of the
people of Richmond as a whole. We
llrmlv believe that the constructive
power which'hns driven our city ahead
in the commercial world will not al¬
low Its educational Institutions to suf-
Ijer, PRINCIPAL.
Richmond.

Munt Wcnr Meu'n Clothes.
To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:
Sir..As there Is being so much said

at this tlmu In regard to the suf¬
fragette question In Virginia. 1 desire
spa to In your paper to make a few
remarks In line with my views on
thin question.

I have Just read In your Issue of
the 12th Instant where Mr. Hill -Mon¬
tague, of Richmond, has offered a bill
In behalf of woman suffrage. I also
note In your Issue of December 10 ihnt
Mr. Montague made n speech before the
Equal Suffrage League of Virginia to
tin effect that he had .been informed
that the voters would not have sup¬
ported him in Iiis election had tin y
known that he would champion the
suffragette cause. .lust think for a mo¬
ment what this means. It means a be¬
trayal of confidence It appears to mo
that he has nn axe to grind or he
would not take this position against
the will Of his constituency. As I see
the duties of a legislator. It is to rep¬
resent as near as possible the wishes
of their constituency, rogardless of
their own prlvnte opinion In regard
to public affairs, because he is a aer-
vant of the people, designated by tho
people to voice the wishes of tho peo¬
ple.

In the beginning God made man and
placed him In the Garden of Eden
warned of the forbidden fruit. God
saw that It was not good that the
man should be alone. I will make u
helpmeet. After she was brought unto
Adam. He said: "This is now bone
of My bone and flesh of My flesh. She
shall be called woman, because she wus
taken out of man. Therefore shall a
man leave his father and mother and
shall cleave unto hia wife, und they
shall he one tleKh." Then It was the
serpent beguiled woman and she and
Adam did cat of the forbidden fruit. So
God said tinto the woman. "I will
greatly multiply thy sorrow and con-
r»ptlon: In sorrow thou shall bring
forth children: and thy desire shall
be thy husband's, and he shall rule
over thee.
Now, If suffrage was extended to

womun and they were to vote against
their husband's desires they would be
disobeying the laws of God. Wo know,
further, that the Bible tenches that
where the house is divided It cannot
stand. On the other hand, we will sup¬
pose that tlie Wife votes as her hus¬
band votes. This would not change
matters in the least from where they
now stand, und would only serve to
heap up a further burden of taxation
on the poor laboring class of people; to
establish more voting precincts; to
furnish more election officers; to have
more tickets printed: to call away
from home the wife, thu daughter and
the sister, and, after all. everything
to lose and nothing to gain. Your good
wife nnd daughter have all the busi¬
ness at home that they are physically
able to do. without adding to their
already heavy burdens the strulns of
political activity, which is a near cut
on destroying the refinement and high
social elevation thut they now occupy,by mixing them up with eltcumstunccs
Hint we have to contend with at the
polls. Further, if I was convinced that
the passage of the equal suffrage
clause would not be contrary to the
moral elevation of our country, 11
would not be in favor of it until l
was convinced that women were phy¬
sically able to follow the fruits of
their ballot. We don't know how soon
w'o may be called upon to settle by
ballot some question Of great Interest.
It might be at some time that peace
or war would hinge oil our vote, and
in that case I do not feel that woman
should vote unless she could nt will
be a man.be a soldier, march day in
and day out with gun on shoulder:
light with the bravery of men In bat¬
tle; lay down the hobble skirt und the
ostrich plumes, und forget the Merry
Widow hat« and all their first cousins,
and. lastly, wear men's apparel. Then,
and not until then, do 1 feel that they
are eligible to vote.
Our country has prospered so far un¬

der the management of men In public,
affairs, and 1 feel that it Is well to
lot good enough alone. There Is no
reason why tho old Mother State
should make ti step backward by
plunging our wives and daughters into
politics, dividing the house, or nt least
giving room for such to be JJie ease
unnecessarily. It would be the moans
of driving out sunshlrio, peace und
happiness from homes that have never
known despair, by legalizing and cul¬
tivating the seeds of family friction,
and, in my opinion would often lca-.l
to divorces.
There Is no man that has more re¬

spect for women than I do, and to Hint
end I am unalterably opposed to her

KOR SA MO.

Richmond Cotton Oil Refining Co. Stock, Incorporated
A limited number o: share* of stock is offered at par in the abovecompany In ordjr to double out- output and run day and night.Total stock t) 1>0 issued Is only $30.000.00, which Is all that will henecessary to own all the equipment and furnish sufficient capital to ftturn out 300 barrels of refined oil dally.IThe plant Is now In operation and turning out all tho different §grades of rcilned oil, widen I« so much usäd by all the lard maker? 1bakers and tho many uses to which this oil Is so well adapted. This Bplant Is up-to-date in every way, and tho oil Is treated with the latest 8Iknowr procosses.
This being a vogatitblo product. It is displacing all animal fats, notonly broauao It |ri much less expensive, but it Is recommended by allfood oxports to l»o absolutely purp and wholesome.
This 1« a very choice Investment, owing to the fact that thsre Isonly about twenty cotton oll rentierten in tho United States, and thedemand for the i-ellnori. oil Is world-wide, being used In some form In

ovory homo,
Richmond Is a very desirable.location for a plant of this kind, beingcloua to the cotton lleldH and Within easy reach of the largo titles and

points of export,
Any further Information will be given.

RICHMOND COTTON OIL REFINING CO., Inc.,
.N'o, 1014 Hast Main Street,

j;, n..\V» can onlv sol) $11,000.00 of the above stock, as the otherJJl.Voo.OO has been sold,

participating In election* from every
reasonable viewpoint of the matter.

I hope that tho gentleman referred
to In this letter will lay usido tho suf¬
fragette question mid try to leglslutoIn somo way to lessen the burden oftaxation In our State, so that the
man In humble circumstances can more
comfortably look nfter that wife anddaughter that he seems to think Itwould help so much to go out to thopolls and vote. A VOTER.Wonlwine.

Colonial Hume* Never Met on Sunday.To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:Kir..The assertion of "A Socialhervlco Worker" that the Society ofColonial Dames of America holdsmeetings on Sunday is entirely orrd-j neons mo far as our Virginia Societyj is concerned. No meeting of any sortor description has ever been held bythe Vlrginlu Society on Sunday sincethe society was formed In 1K9J.
W. C. LANCASTER,Corresponding Secrelury. jA College for Women nt the University.To the Editor of The Tlmes-Dlspatch.!Sir,.The question of a woman's col-lege to tie supported by the State at'or near the university has caused much'Merest throughout the State.The matter lias been argued beforethe committees of toe House and Son-ate with ability, and the result will bowatehed with much Interest ny allwho love the university and the causeof education.

A not.-ble thing about the argument Ibefore the committees was the tenseInterest displayed by those advocatingor oppoiitng the measure, which reachd it climax when ll hading lawyer incharge of the opposition assorted that 1If such a bill became a law he would Inot send his son to the university. !For myself, I must say that apart',from the question of the Stale's llniiu- !clftl ability to supply such a college jthis statement was tho mos' potent!argument f heard against the propo-',sltlon. jSlnco the letter of tho Hon. Armls-tead C. Gordon, rector of the board1of visitors, addressed to me, has beentho subject of criticism by a mein- jher of the committee representing thoRichmond alumni who oppose this1measure, I desire to say u few words!us to the KHrly-ftlson bill. This meas- Iurc commits tho State to a woman's'college at or near the university, andafter eliminating the expenditure of,any money for the college by the prcs- jent General Assembly, and making pro- jvision In terms against coeducation, cl- Ilows the board of visitors of the uni-;versity large latitude in its direction,an<| management.
The bill has been argued with somuch feeling that persons on the out¬side may well wonder If a university Itraining makes fllaputar.tr, and advo-1Cates only, or whether 11 enables men(and women) to Judge of great qu-:;-;lions after the Socratl method.Tin' amendment offered by SenatorLarly was offered to meet tho objec-tioti of certain alumni to coeducationIn the post-graduate and degrc-ejcourses.the original bill forbidding'men and women to be taught in the)undergraduate courses In the sameclassroom at the same ttr.ie. A bill jbefore tiie General Assembly is not]like a common law declaration, which,If amended, may put the party out <fjcourt, but is rather the statement of]a proposition, which l< liable to bemodified to meet obji ctlons on thepart of at least 111 men (the House,the Senate nnd the Governor.!. After!the amendment Is made It Is then the}new I,IU lhat should be discussed and'not the old. Yet the argument upon!the amendment sounded as If an efforthad been made to change the languageof Holy Writ or n clause In MagitaCharter.
The solemn forbtdlng r,f evil in con- 1nectlun with the building of a woman'scollege at eir near the university sound-cd like the doom which ihe DelphicOracle proclaimed as necessary to ap¬pease Minos of Crete-, when sevenyouths ai d seven maidens were sentiiä an offering every nine years hy theAthenians. When tho question is upwhother Virginia will have u woman'scollege of the lirst rank to be nearenough to have the benoilt of the great,foundation of Thomas Jefferson, why isit necessary to describe the Mil ns "this1most Ingoi lously worded bill?" Why Is"this not a time ft'r rhetorical effort,either in speeches or letters; not atime for beautiful phrases, nor forword pictures of a co-ordinate col¬lege, hut is a time for persons whohave llio welfare of the university nt |hcurt to examine carefully the pro-vision of this bill before approving]it?" m\\\mI hold that there never was a timewhen a brilliant speech like that ofDr. Alderman was more In order thannow. and why may not the presidentOf the university and the rector of thehoard of visitors, who have done so,much for the university, be thought tohave the welfare of the university ntheart? if objection Is made to rhetoricand benutlful phrases and word nie-\tines Of a co-ordinate college, .whatcan be said against tho simple stale-1menis made by threo or four reprcscn- Jintives or the peonlc of Virginia,)whom the legislative committee of the!House heard. 1 remember that ouo ob-Jectton e.LTri,, Was "that he had notread tie- bill." Is ti man arguing foria principle to be discredited in thisway? Is not such an objection rather |technical for one arguing for a univer-lally?
Another representative of the Rich-1mohd alumni says In Tuesday's Times-Dispatch: "The question or establish¬ing a college for the higher educationof woinen is not beforu the Legisla¬ture, l)ut the enactment of tills par¬ticular plan for u womun's collego as!contained in the Early-Rtson bill Isthe only question up for discussion."1 do not kr.ow how to meet such astatement. I confess. If thu -collegementioned m tlici Early-Rlson bill isnot "the question of establishing a col¬lege for the higher education of wo¬men," then he Is right in saying It Isnot before the Legislature; but li it]Is, then it Is before the Legislature.,the representative o( the Richmondalumni opposing this bill to the co. tru¬ly notwithstanding. Why is it neees-lsnry to say "the faculty are misqubt-ed"; "the board Of visitors are mis-1quoted"; that "Ii Is error to say thatthe people want the bill"; that "the!Hoard of Education do not want it";that "every claim is unfounded'*; that.Alderman was forced to answer

a few questions of unmistakable mean-ling," efc.? The suggestion made ofldelay Is as old as the race; put it off,put If off, Is no new cry.There Is no mysterv about this bill.There will bb 600.bills l.efore this Con-!ernl Assembly as mysterious as Ihlsjone. This is not the fourteenth or jthe nineteenth century. The women of >Virginia are entitled to the best the!Slate can do. We llvo In an age ofreality. This generation will s.-e n!woman's College owned by the State cfVirginia. The experience of Oxford,]Harvard. Tulane, gives Illustrations of;great colleges for women near great!schools for men.
The nineteenth century gnve theuniversity to the men. The twentieth1

century should give the women a col¬
lege near the university nnd aulhori/.othe rector nnd visitors to employ for
tho purpose of said college for thejwomen . . such educational .equip¬ment now employed and In use about'the unlver.-tty ns shall seem to them
Just; and should admit students or the!said' college for women to the educa¬tional establishments of-the university|available for common use subject tothe conditions that there shall be noi
coeducation.'

,I see no clanger to our great alma,
mater in this bill; but only blessing. \Tho time for argument and dispute us.
to woman's right to the best education
is past, except. In Turkey. J- our nor¬
mal schools for the training of teach¬
ers for tho elementary schools nave
been established by tho State nnd arc
doing a great and much needed work
Will It not be well to establish a ccd-
lego where women may have In Mr-

glnla the hcst education posslblo and
so be equipped for any duty In life.
,
'fa college for women 1« to bo es¬

tablished In the State, where could abetter place bo found, considering sa¬
lubrity or climate, convenience of lo¬
cation, historic association and Intel¬lectual elevation, than the regionaround the University of Virginia,Whose name, like the name of the .State.Is associated with that English womanwho was at once among the llrst of
rulers and the llrst of scholarsV
Oakland. ROSEWELL PAGE.

The Mmestnnc Olli Onus Legislation.
To the Editor of Tho Times-Dispatch:Kir,. I Inclose you a copy of a let¬
ter I urn this day mailing to Colonel
A. M. Bowman, chairman ut the Finance
Committee of the House of Delegates.The letter states my views oil the sub.
Jeet of the bill introduced in the Leg¬islature asking for an appropriation to
establish a plant, or plants, for the
purpose of crushing limestone for the
fanners of the State.

DAN E W. MASON.

Colonel a. M. Bowman:
Dear Colonel..I understand that the

limestone bin will be before your com¬
mittee on next Tuesday.

I am sorry that I will not he able to
appear before tne. committee In per¬
son, and. In lieu thereof. I desire to
submit for your consideration and for
the consideration of the committee,
some views on the subject.
No class of people In this countryhas so persistently. In theory at least,

worked against favored legislation as]aas the farmer. Their attitude has al¬
ways been against class legislation ofl
every kind.
As ti mutter of fact, tinder the laws'of the State, they afo now the most

favored cj>s's of people w._. have.
What a howl from them would go

up from all over the State If ah ap¬
propriation was made, from an al¬
ready depleted treasury, to publish and
mall free to the lawyers bulletins of]the latent opinions and discussions, ot
to maintain a staff of sk!H/-d sclent-)Isis for the purpose of furnishing free!
bulletins to the various manufacturers,merchants, bankers, trades people, and,
all Others of our citizens, as Is now
done for the farmer.
for what other class of our people Is

a free lecture course run as Is the ono
at Blacksburg?
His lands and his live stock aro taxed

at not over half their value, wlilie
bonds, notes and all other kinds Of]Industrial stocks are taxed at their!
rull fac..; value.
Tbc time is passed when the needs!

ol the farmer justify any class legisl.ttlon
Should this bill become a law, it'

would not bo long until the farmers
would be pulling oft their annual meet-:
ings during the sessions ot tho l>-g-
islaturo In Richmond, and appointing
their committees to Influence legisla-I
Hon. on tho subject of State appropria¬tions for fertilizer plants, wagon-maK-
Ing establishments, plow factories,
harvesting machinery, etc., nil for the
poor farmer. The iarmvr, like all oth¬
ers of our citizens, should only want
fair legislation, without discrimination
and without the aid of the State.
The other side of the question of tho

manufacturers of agricultural Urne
ar.d ground limestone.
There Is now invested in the lima

business of the State neatly live mil-1
lion dollar.'-, and these plants furnish
employment to many thousands of the
people of our State. Is It the part ofl
wisdom for tho State, with Its mighty
resources, to go into direct compac¬
tion with all of this business and put
out of employment the many men who
are now making honest livings for
themselves and famulus?
Was not the controlling reason for

the discontinuance of the contract With
the Davis Shoe Company because of the
competition to the siine Industry of]this State? Then why should this'
competition bo permitted against any
other Industry, employing many men
than is now employed in the manu-
facture of shoes?

All, forsooth, because some Eastern
Virginia farmer, with more broomsngc
and pine gribbles i.i.ir. energy. Wants a
little ground limestone and does not
want to pay a reasonable protit for It.
We have one ground limestone plant

In Smyth county, and we have hot heard
thai It Is overrun with oroer:. If the'
need and demand is so great for this
product, why cannot the farmers or-;
g'.tnlze a corporation and make It for!
themselves at the actual cost of pro-;
düctlon? *

Can It lie supposed that the lime peo¬
ple would fall to put out thin product
If there was any reasonable expecta¬
tion that the demand for it would]
justify'.' As they now own the State,]
they could supply the equipment.

It can be expected that the agricul¬
turalists employed by tne Mate will
advocate this, as it will slve them
more power and prestige.
Even our Governor in his r.eal for|

the farmers invited all the presidents
of the railroads to a conference In
Richmond, the result of which thei
Norfolk & Western Railway has agreed
to put down the freight rate on ground
limestone to a much lower rate than on

agricultural lime. Is not this an in¬
justice to the lime people?
We know that one crushing plant.

baekt!d by an appropriation of only
$50,000, would not meet the demand
at present, and each succeeding Legis¬
lature would be asked to Increase thojOPProprln tlon.

If our Stule were a paternal govern¬
ment this course would be Justifiable.
Under our theory of government, and,
even under our Constitution, the Leg¬
islature Is prohibited from engaging
in works of internal Improvement.
The great debt. seventy-Aye years

old, and under 'which we now labor,
was contracted, largely on works of.
Internal Improvement.

1 am one of the farmers of Giles
county, am a member of the Farmers
Institute, and am also Interested In a
lime plant, and feel that I do not want
the State to do anything for the one
to the Injury of the other.

I urn one of the farmers of the State
who bus no sympathy with the legisla-,
tors who favor legislation that has
the name of fanner, free .school, ori
old soldier, attached, Irrespective of the!
merits of the measure.

Vours very truly,
DAN'E W. MASON.

Pearisburg.
Value of the Hobln to (lie Fanner.

To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.There Is a bill now before the

General Assembly, which passed the
House almost unanimously, to prevent
the killing of robins III this State at all
seasons of the year. As a former and
fruit grower myself, I know l speak
the sentlmentn of it!) per cent, of the
farmers In this State when I say that
everybody, with few exceptions, not
only wishes but Is anxious to see this
bill become a law. H makes the farm¬
er and fruit grower heartsick to read
accounts such us wc saw in the papers
a «hört whllo ago where. 100 Robins
were slaughtered near a lumbor camp,
where the half-starved birds had ac¬
cumulated In search of food during the
late storm. The robin is particularly
the fanner's bird. It loves, to build
Its nest around the garden find yard
of the farmer, and from tho top of
some nearby tree it greets tho morn¬
ing nun with Its cheery aong an<
sings a lullntby at the close of day;
The robin Is one of the greatest de¬
stroyer.", of Insects that depredate upon
the farmers'. crops- and fruits. It Is

Children Cry
FOR FLETCHER'S
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a ravenous eotor of outworms, whlto
grubs, ground beetles and such allied
creatures, it feeds largely also upouWinged Insects, moth* und grass¬hoppers. In the orchard It destroysthe canker wurm und culcxpllliir and
almost every Insect that Injures the
fruit slower. At some seasons of tho
year, when these insects urc plentiful,
the robin malte» them 80 per cent, ot
Its food. Simply because the boys In
former years shot robins around the
premises some fathers think their boys
ought to do likewise. But this In an
advancing ngc, and many things wo
fathers did when we were boys wo
would now disapprove, and, of course,
we do not wish our boys to follow in
our tracks In such respects. There can
bo no good reason on earth why this
beautiful and valuable bird to tho
farmer should lac killed at any season.
Many of the Slates have passed strin¬
gent laws prohibiting tho killing of
robins. Do not leave it to the board
of supervisors or anybody else to al¬
low a single day of open season for
the destruction of this most valuable
bird. It Is hoped that the able mem¬
bers of the Senato of Virginia will
pass this hill as unanimously as the
IIouso did a few days ago, and to thii
action, gentlemen, every farmer will
give his most heartv approval.
FARMER AND FRUIT GROWER.

Crtllclzt-n Speaker Dyrd'n 'I'm Speech.
To the Editor of The Tlmos-Dlspatch:
Sir,.The Richmond Tlmos-Dlspatch

Of Tuesday, January Isiüj editorial¬
ly suys. under caption of "A Word to
the Richmond Delegation," as follows:
"In his address on tho occasion or the
assembling of the Legislature, Speaker
R. E. Byrd declared that Richmond
was paying $130,000 more of net reve¬
nue to the Stato of Virginia than nil
the counties combined. This astound¬
ing fact has been received with n
calmness Hint Is only explicable on
the theory that Richmond has been
unfairly taxed so long that her people
hove lost the power of complaint."
The credenco apparently given to so

astounding a statement by Tho Tltnes-
1 Ms-patch can only n>o explained by a
shrewd guess that tho editor, through
rare courtesy, disliked to put tho dis¬
tinguished Speaker In a hole, but de¬
sired somebody else to do so, as a ref¬
erence to your statlttlcal editor would
certainly have corrected so egregrlous a
blunder. I now point out the exact
facts, so that Richmond, "the pride of
the South," may rest her laurels on
some other distinction than superiority
as a taxpayer.

For reference see Table 38, Auditor's
report. 1911, of taxes lfiOO:
Richmond.Net revenue, Including

dispensaries': $609,096.13; taxes paid b>'bunks, $36,896.66; 'axes collected and
paid by clerks of courts, 474.159.17
Total. $619,151.96,

All other cities.Not revenue. Includ¬
ing dispensaries, $1,028,535.50; taxes
pal,i by thanks, $50.471.28; taxes collect¬
ed and paid by clerks ot courts, $73,-
0 10.34.Total, $1.160,052.12.
Counties.Net revenue, including dis¬

pensaries. $1,832,932.80; taxes paid by
hanks, $35.862.55; taxes collected ind
paid by clerks or courts. $191,823.81.
Total, $2,050,625.6.
Totals.Net revenue, including dis¬

pensaries, $3,360,561.43; taxes paid by'
banks. $128,230.49; taxes collected and
paid by clerks of courts. $34,103,432.
Totals, $3,829,829.24.

If the statistical facts bear'ng upon
the Tax Commission bill, ns proposed
by Mr. Byrd, are of the same verity, It
may well he iiuestloned. There Is en¬
tirely loo much gambling with sta¬
tistics for conclusions assumed to have
Ibech obtained by their aij to be ac¬
cepted us a basis for a vital change In
the manner Iby which the Common¬
wealth collects her revenue.

I am unable to follow you In your
advocacy of he Tax Commission bill,
and am somewhat confirmed in my po¬
sition by the statistical blunder which
seems to have furnlshoi the r.rgumen-
tum ad ignorantlam for your thesis.
Nor do I see why Richmond Is entitled
to advantages over the other sections
of the Stnte, as your editorial seems
to point but that there arc peculiar
advantages to be gained by Richmond
In Mr. Byrd's bill.

1 think you owe it to The Timc*-
Dlspntch and the Stete ut large, whose
champion you are, or should ir.c, to
give to the public the exuet Informa¬
tion.

It Is a very rare thing for me to
lake issue with The Times-Dispatch,
which, by tradition and Interest, should
yoico llie whole people.
Mr. Kc-mper's segregation of values,

in theory, appeals to me very strongly;
its details I nm not. familiar with.

Bon tonvtile, Vn.

vt'e Need n Puli'lc Library.
To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch: |
Sir..Dr. J. T. Little, In writing a hls-|lory of Richmond over sixty years ago,'

mentioned "the library of the city as
one ot the most Insignificant ones that
could bo collected In any place as
large and prosperous as Richmond,'
and concludes: "It would be consider-1
ed a shame In any country that its'
capital city should be without on ex-'
tensive public library; and that sh'nrne
now attaches to the capital of Vir¬
ginia. Lord Bacon well sn:d that 'li¬
braries ors us the shrines where nil
the relics of the ancient s.itnts, full of
true virtue, and that without delusion
or imposture, are preserved and re¬
posed.' May we socn !,oo a large and
well-attended shrine in tne good city,
of Richmond."
Now, after more than a half century.i

Richmond Is not only lacking in the
"well-attended shrine," but has not
even the old-time "Insignificant city
library." St. Louis has just opened a
new library building costing $1,500.000.
This has six branches with more to
follow. Baltimore's public library,
with Its branches', continues to spread
out. Wherever these libraries exist
the communities wonder how they
formerly managed to he without them
I have personally felt the want ol
such a library In Richmond, and have
met very many strangers and scholars
who have remarked upon this one

great need of our city. Visitors look
admiringly at the new business sky¬
scrapers and the many religious and
charltdble institutions, but search lu|
vain for the public library, wondering
how our people can overlook so very
Important nn institution, if you wish
to refer to nn old filo .if the Richmond
directory you have to hunt up it pri¬
vate collection, and lb find :i reference
In an old Richmond newspaper, you
may have to go to Washington or olae-
where to sec a tile. I had .to go to
Washington to see a (Ho of the old
Whig and Examiner. Important docu¬
ments and other matters relating to
the early history of Richmond, which
should be In a fireproof library build¬
ing and carefully tiled fot reference,
are thrown pell-mell together In va¬
cant rooms of the City Hall. There
can ho found the first census of the
city, away back In 1790, and another of
about 1SH>. with numerous other most
Important earjy original. **'

READER.

city documents. A historian from
New Haven come all tho way to Rich¬
mond to ask -mo nbout one namo to be
found In that terribly mixed collec¬
tion. It took me many days to locate
the papers, und they seem to have no
custodian or care. It |s high time for
tho citizens of Richmond to demand
that these early records and documents
be looked after and preserved. Home
time has been tost In the establishingof Richmond's public library over the
discussion of Mr. Carnegie's offer and
the want of a building, etc The citysadly needb a public library. The fi¬
nances and the building will certain¬ly be forthcoming. A start needs tobe made. The committee 10 be nam¬ed by the City Council are likely to
confine themselves to the subject offinances and a building. They will needmuch information, and there are manyother details that will require atten¬tion.

! I respectfully suggest (hat MayorRichardson name a working commit-tee of live to provide the ways and
means to start the library project at
once. Besides tho Mayor and threecitizens, there might bo one lady orperhaps two. Mrs. Kate Minor couldbe of great nsslstanco if she would
serve. One of this committee shouldact as secretary, having an office intho City Hall. Ho should bo compe¬tent to do things. That's my Idea.Start the project at once and Just sofihow It will grow.

J. H. YVHITTY.Richmond.

Criticises Our llultdlng Laws.To the Editor «: The Tlmes-Dlspatch:-s\r>.Wo have not seen the ordinanceof the city of Richmond In referenceto the tearing down of dilapidate,,buildings in Us limits, nor are wo in¬formed as to the methods of othereitles in this mutter.Of course tho theory Is excellent, andthe action of Inspector Heck In histhorough currying out of tho lawseems entirely correct. Hut there Isanother sldo to tho picture, and a man¬ifest iticomplctcncss of tho law and Itsworking Is stated directly from theofllco of tho Inspector.Most of the people who own thesehouses are poor, otherwise they wouldnot have been allowed to become ill-lupiduted. The owners ordered to getout, to pull down their homes, to pas¬tor pulling them down and to be sub¬ject to line it )t Ue not done Immedi¬ately. They have not the monev topay for the pulling down. All right,the city will see to Its being paid forby selling the material of the hometor the work or its own destruction,or If the material Is not subleton I willsell the lot. This may be law, but ItUoea not seem to be Justice.Wo speak advisedly, as one of theeases has conic under our personalKnowledge, An old woman, a widowand childless, owns (or owned) a homeIn Richmond, for many years nomin¬ally looked alter by n prominent realestate lirm of Main Street, who drewthe small rent and their own profitout of It, while the owner worked 'orher living away from town. A litllomore than a month ago a letter fromInspector Heck gave her notice thatcertain repairs must be made or thehouse pulled down. She arranged Intho course of the month to rulso themoney for the required repairs, only tobo Informed at tha Inspector's ofllcothree days ago that it was too late;that tho repairs should havo beenmude a year ago in order to save herhome (whereas she wa^ only notified amonth ago), and that It must be pulleddown Immediately at her expenses orshe would he liable to a tine In addi¬tion. The money raised to repair herhouse goes lo exterminate It. it wasbuilt by her husband's own hands (hewas a carpenter) and her feeling forit, "though ever so humble," is tiicname that animates a world of homo-lovers. Tho repairs, suggested by Mr.Heck himself, would easily havo madethe house last her lifetime.This Is only one case out of many.There are, no doubt, families thrustout and made homeless under thisordinance, whore little children andthe aged and lnllrni are made to suf-for from It.
The progress of Greater Richmond,the pride of the well-to-do, Is cor-talnly gained in this particular at the

cost of the poor.
Had the ordinance allowed some In¬demnity to tho sufferers: shown eonfside-ration for that proportion of cut-

Kens la some extension of time, or at,least allowed the cost of pulling down,there would lie some .sembltir.ee of Jus-tlco; Hut to condemn the house anil
seize the ground to pay for its de¬molition is cortnlnly piling I'ellon on
Ossa, and grinding the faces of ihe
p.e,,. M. M. T.

Wllllamsburg.
l-'or a Co-Ordlnnte College for Women.
To t>.- Editor of Tiie Tunes^Dlspntch:Sir,.A while back, when the ques¬
tion of a w oman's college was llrsl
presented to lh!r chapter of the alumni,It seemed at Urs. Mush to one whoso
duties hhd boon Icatrlotcd to private!
circles, not entirely certain that the
w.sli was sufficiently general or the
domnnu insistent enough for Immediate
action and expenditure; In view, too,
of the considerable outlay to which
the State had recently boon subjected
in the exploiting und developing of
eiuicnllou, it seomod well to pause.

But interviews with our local repre¬sentatives and school officials, left no
doubt as lo the demand's being cnrnesl
anil urgent.a condition, not it theory
confronting us.and It is now known
that the request of the Legislature is
not for immediate appropriation.

Fti . Interviews with the alumni,
however. It was soon evident Hint, firstof nil. the higher education of woman
was u'iwclcomo, Wh'le a woman's col¬
lege at the university would
be opposed by the majority,th .ugh the policy and principle of herhigher education. as evolved from
democratic doctrine, be undoubtedly
soun and just, and the method pro-
p- ed. co-ordination with the collegeat the university.from lls successfulapplication elsewhere.snfe. Bill ratherrth"h -oport nn unfavorable opinionfrom a body who, I felt certain, had
not given to tho subject the time e-rattention it deserved, the matter was
dropped. 1 now send us representingmy own thought.as It will, 1 feel
sure, that of tho others upon relic¬
tion.the resolutions drawn at the
time, but unsiibmltted.

..t a time when progress and Im¬
prove- .enl ar'o one: when prejudice and
sentiment are yielding to utility and
necessity; when the cnsuallties und
mutnt'ons of lifo, whlctt regard neitherclass nor sex. compel the unelos'ug
to.wiiunn of the avenues that lend tothe happiness of Independence; It Isuseless to deny her the right to thefundamental of success.n soundsystematic educational training, diver-sided il extensive to the limit" heed¬ful to man. And It is only right andlilting that Virginia, with the method:

best prevailing, though tardy, shoulddo her part In conceding to her dough-tern, without limit, the equipment con¬ceded her sons.
So. concurring In the policy, and be¬lieving In the method ensuring suc¬cess, wo would elect co-ordination:Which, first, avoids the close, con¬stant and tense companionship of co¬education. Secondly, for material aid.In a supplementary way. from tho unl-vernlty library and laboratory, andfrom service, in part, of the raculty.Ah affording, thirdly. In quality andextent the academic equipment cssen-tlal t the scholastic valuation andequitable rating of woman. Fourth¬ly, for the culture and Inspiration ot

an atmosphere charged with tho his¬tory and tradition of university en¬vironment And. fifthly, for the human¬izing Influence, the refining tendencyami higher appreciation of each other,from community of thought an I In¬terests. S. W. ARFUNGTON.Secretary of the Petersburg Chapterof University of Virginia Alumni.

Votes for Females.
To the. Editor ot Tho Times-Dispatch:Sir,.Said Win. D. HowoIIb, the deanof American literature, "There ara
many arguments against woman suf¬
frage, but no reasons," and I may add.only arguments of conservative timid¬
ity as was emphasized In a wo¬man's contribution to your paper onthe 2lEt Instant. Her very confessionthat "she sat In tho legislativ« halllast Friday obscured by preference,behind a phalanx of strong, able son-tlcmen." betrays her.
She. like other "antis," bases her

opposition to equal suffrage on Justtho same ground that we demand It-'
namely, the dissimilarity of the. sexes.

It Is because of theso fundamentaldifferences between them that wo
think It Is unjust and unsafe to gov¬
ern both according to the view cf on-.-alone.
There can never bo a healthy so-clol body so long aB one-half of tho

race, enjoys life, liberty and tho pur-suit 'of happiness, denying them as
Inherent rights to the other half, any
more than there can bo a healthy phy¬sical body If the hand said to the foot,"I am holler than thou," and cut off
the free circulation of tho common
stock of vital fluid.

This woman's analogy of the treeand llowers to man and woman seems
rather misplaced.
The flowers arj not complementaryot tho treo as woman is of man. TliO

trees protect by their shade, but not.
effectually and perennially.
Sometimes when depended en for

shelter In a storm, they prove th»
dangerous target for the- lightning
bolt that slays instead of protecting.
Flowers cannot thrive In the shade

of the trees, oxcept perhaps a few
varieties, whose color and perfume >«
never so rich and sweet us thasb that
grow out in tha open."

This woman writes on tho assumptionthat every woman la a mother, and
also that tho om» aim of woman In
gaining the franchise is to IUI a poli¬tical olllce.

I think I can speak for my sex.
when I say they will be quite, content
to elect tho proper men to fill them,
though In the equal auftrage Stetes it
has been proven that soma offices hav,
been rtlled so very suitably by women
that they have teen elected or ap¬
pointee! over men, notably, thu Stnte
Superintendent of Public Instruction
in Colorado.
Only nbout half of the ft male race

are mothers, nnd maternal'duties oc¬
cupy about a third of a woman's al¬
lotted years. It seems so hard for a
woman In a home of ease and com¬
fort, sheltered by a good man's love
and thought for her well be'ng, to
realize tho condition.! of her sisters of
toll, else this woman could not havedrawn another Icture. not the olltlc.-tl
mother whom she paints (from Imagi¬
nation) as having neglected 10 then-
ruin her son und daughter, but of the
type of mothers who not onlj bear
their burden of recruiting the race,
but by dally toll assist In sustaining
it.mothers who are forced to go out
and tend dead machines while thc'i-
little ones aro unattended ar attended
anyhow.

I.Ike this woman, "thousands öffnet«
rush upon mo so swiftly to sub¬
stantiate my premises." that I must
close or be overcome with the temp¬
tation to go far beyond the limit or
space SO kindly granted. A. W. T.

Richmond]

Tor Hie Slntc Woman's College:
To the Editor ot The Tlmos-Dlspatch:

Sir,.Look at It. The Society of
Alumni i I University cf Vlrg'nlo, led
by the Richmond Society, or Chapter,
got a special meotlt:g cf Hoard of Visi¬
tors, five assembled, and by a vote of ::
to 2, one-third of the nine visitor.-,
pass resolutions directing that this mat¬
ter of the co-ordinate woman's college
must he laid off. no further discussion
of the matter tor this session (which
means for two years). Did you ever'.'
One-third of tho Hoard of Visitors as¬
sume to net for the board and would
dictate to the General Assembly of the
State, Virginia, whether they shall con¬
sider the matter of establishing a co-
ordinhlitc college for the higher educa¬
tion ot women of Vlrglntn. Alas!
Alas: What Is to become of those
members of tho Chapters of Alumni tit
University of Virginia who are SO in¬
nate.I with their sense of importance
si CO attending the university that they
would arrogate to themselves, chiefly
alumni, the right to guide everything
near the university'.'
This matter, the co-ordinate college

for women, has been under considera¬
tion by the people of the State for
many years, though these old moss-
h'ends seem just to have caught on, or
waked up. The citizens cf Virginia
now hold that the education of our
women, all tho way from the founda¬
tion up, is of the highest Importance
to Virginia prosperity, present a-<: fu¬
ture, and the obligation of the State
to supply (hose educational advantages-
to our women Is the most mighty of
nil concerning education.
So lover of his State, home and

neighbors should be so blinded by self-
love und self-Importance as in oppose
anything which will contribute to the
advancement of the comnlote and high¬
er education of our women, for our
homes, for our Stnte. for cur countrynh-l for the world. Let the InilvMual
alumni all over Virginia write thelr
nplnlon on this important nuestion to
their Representatives and Senators in
the Legislature. P. M. W.

Chnrlollesvllle.
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